
The Search for a Civic Voice: California Latino Politics 

is the story of ordinary people who did extraordinary 

things. It is a story of firsts. The first appointees to state 

boards and commissions, the first judges, the first city 

council members and state legislators. It is also the story 

of outlawing school segregation, obtaining old age pen-

sions for non-citizens, and organizing farm workers.

The Search for a Civic Voice: California Latino Politics 

is both an academic book and one that will be enjoyed 

by readers interested in history and current events.

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

from the Foreword

This is quite an achievement, because there are no 

publications on Latino politics in California or else-

where available with such extensive coverage.

Francisco E. Balderrama
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Kenneth Burt understands the convergence  

of social movements and partisan politics.

Dolores Huerta

Cofounder, United Farm Workers
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